LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 

ON PRINCIPLES OF AND GUARANTEES FOR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

Article 1. Main Objectives of Present Law

Main objectives of the present Law shall be providing of observance of principles of and guarantees for freedom of information, the right to search, receive, investigate, disseminate, use, and store information, as well as providing protection of information and information security of individuals, society, and the State.

Article 2. Legislation on Principles of and Guarantees for Freedom of Information

Legislation on principles of and guarantees for freedom of information shall consist of the present Law and other legislation. 

In the instance if an international treaty to which by the Republic of Uzbekistan is a party stipulates other rules, than those provided by the legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan on mass media, the provisions of the international treaty shall be applied. 

Article 3. Principal Terms 

The following principal terms are used in the body of the present Law:

Information – data on persons, objects, facts, events, phenomena and processes irrespectively to sources and form of their presentation;

owner of information – a juridical or physical person, who possesses, uses, and dispose information,  and who paid for or otherwise obtained this information;

protection of information – measures taken against threats to information security and their consequences;

information resources – documents, document files; documents and document files in information systems (libraries, archives, stocks and data banks); 

information sphere – sphere of activity of subjects related to producing, processing, and consumption of information;

information security – protection of interests of individuals, society, and state in the information sphere;

holder of information – a juridical or physical person, who possesses, uses, and dispose information strictly and whose rights to this unlimited to the rights set by the legislation or by the owner of information;

confidential information – documented information with the limited, in accordance with the legislation, access thereto;

mass information – documented information, printed, audio and audiovisual or other communication materials produced for unlimited audience;

documented information – information recorded on relevant medium with identifying data.

Article 4. Freedom of Information

In accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan, everyone shall have the right to search, receive, investigate, disseminate, use, and store information.

Access to information shall be limited only in accordance with the legislation and with the purpose of protection of human rights and freedoms; foundations of the constitutional order; moral values of the society; intellectual, cultural, and scientific potentials; and security of the State.

Article 5. General Principles of Freedom of Information

General principles of freedom of information shall be openness, transparency, accessibility, and truthfulness. 

Article 6. Openness and Transparency of Information 

All types of information, except for confidential, shall be open and transparent.

The following shall not be referred to as confidential information:

legislation on rights and freedoms of individuals, procedure for implementation thereof, as well as establishing legal status of state and administration bodies, self-governance bodies, social associations, and other non-state non-for-profit organizations;

evidence on environmental, meteorological, demographic, sanitary and epidemiological, or emergency situations, and other information, which is necessary for security of the population, settlements, operating capacities, and communications. 

information available in open stocks of libraries, archives, and information systems of juridical persons on the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan;

State and administration bodies, self-governance bodies, social associations, and other non-state non-for-profit organizations shall be obliged to disclose to mass media information on events, facts, phenomena, and processes of public interest in accordance with the procedure envisaged by the legislation. 

Article 7. Accessibility and Truthfulness of Information 

Information shall be accessible and true.

Distortion and falsification of information shall be prohibited. 

Mass media outlets, as well as a source and author of information, shall be liable for untruthfulness in accordance with the procedure established by the legislation. 

Denial of owner or holder of information of access to information may be appealed to the court. 

Article 8. Guarantees for Freedom of Information 

The State shall protect the right of each individual to search, receive, investigate, disseminate, use, and store information. Limitation of the right to [access to] information based on distinction of sex, race, national origin, language, religion, social origin, beliefs, personal or social status shall be impermissible. 

State and administration bodies, self-governance bodies, social associations, and other non-state non-for-profit organizations, and public officials shall be obliged, in accordance with the procedure established by the legislation, to provide each individual with an opportunity of getting familiar with the information that involves his rights, freedoms, and legitimate interests; to provide accessible resources and mass information support to users thereof on the rights, freedoms, and responsibilities of individuals, their security, and other issues of public interest. 

In the Republic of Uzbekistan, censorship and monopolization of information shall not be permitted. 

Article 9. Procedure for Obtaining Information 

Every individual has a right, directly or through his representatives, to submit a written or oral application for obtaining information. 
A written application shall contain the name, patronymics, family name, and address of the applicant (for a juridical person – his requisites) and the identification of the information applied for and its features. Applications shall be registered in accordance with the established procedure.

Response to a written application shall be issued in a prompt way, but not later than thirty days since the application has been received, if otherwise is not envisaged by the legislation. 

Response to an oral application shall be given, as promptly as possible. 

In the instance of impossibility to give response within the period envisaged in paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article, the applicant shall be provided with notification of delay.

Delay in providing of the information applied for shall not exceed two months since the date of submission of the application. The notification of delay shall be sent to the applicant within one week since the date of submission of the application.

Notification of delay shall indicate:

the reasons for impossibility of providing with the information applied for in time;

the date, by which the information in question shall be provided. 

In the instance if a body or a public official does not hold the information applied for, they shall be obliged to notify thereabout the applicant within five days since the date of submitting of the application.

Information may be provided on a commercial basis in accordance with the established procedure.

Article 10. Denial of Providing Information

Providing of information applied for may be denied, in the instance if it is confidential or if, due to its disclosure, rights and legitimate interests of an individual, or interests of society and the State may be infringed. 

Notification of denial of providing of information applied for shall be sent to the applicant within five days since the date of submitting of the application.

Notification of denial shall identify the reason for impossibility of providing of the information applied for.

An owner or holder of confidential information shall be obliged to notify the applicants on existing restrictions on access to that information. 

A person, who has been denied to provide the information, as well as persons, who has received untruthful information in response to their applications, shall have the right for compensation of moral damage caused to them in accordance with the established procedure.

Article 11. Protection of Information

Information that, in the instance of abusive usage thereof, may cause damage to its owner, holder, or user, shall be protected. 

Information shall be protected for the reasons of:

preventing threats to personal, public, and state security in the information sphere;

keeping information confidential, prevention of leak, stealage, and loss thereof.

Prevention of distortion and falsification of information.

Article 12. State Policy for Information Security 

State policy for information security shall regulate public relations in the information sphere and determine principal objectives and directions of activity of state and administration bodies, self-governance bodies, as well as social associations, and other non-state non-for-profit organizations, individuals for protection of information security of a person, society, and the State. 

Article 13. Information Security of Personal

Information security of a person shall be ensured by providing necessary conditions of and guarantees for a free access to information, protection of privacy, protection from abusive information and psychological influence.

Information on personal data of physical persons shall be confidential. 

To search, receive, store, process, disseminate, and use privacy information, as well as information that invades privacy (private life), privacy of correspondence; telephone, postal, telegraph and other communications of a physical person without his consent shall be prohibited, except for the circumstances envisaged by the legislation.

Usage of information on physical persons for causing them pecuniary or moral damage, as well as for of infringing them to exercise their rights, freedoms and legitimate interests, shall be prohibited.

Juridical and physical persons receiving, holding, and using information on individuals, shall be liable, in accordance with the legislation, for violation of the procedure for usage such information. 

Mass media shall not be entitled to disclose the source of information or the author, who uses alias, without their consent. The source of information and the name of the author may be disclosed only by the decision of the court. 

Article 14. Information Security of Society

Information security of the society shall be provided by:

development of democratic civil society, freedom of mass media;

prevention of illegal information and psychological influence on social conciseness and manipulation thereof;

preservation and further development of intellectual, cultural, and historical values of the society; of research and technological capacities of the State;

the system of counteraction to information expansion aimed at deformation of national consciousness, uprooting of the society from its historical and national traditions and customs, destabilization of social and political situation; violation of interethnic and religious concord. 

Article 15. Information Security of State

Information security of the State shall be provided by:

economic, political, and administrative measures for counteraction to security threats in the information sphere; 

protection of state secrets and state information resources from unauthorized access thereto;

integration of the Republic of Uzbekistan to the global information framework and up-to-date telecommunication networks;

prevention of dissemination of information that contains public appeals to violent change of the existing constitutional order; territorial integrity of the Republic of Uzbekistan; state sovereignty of the Republic of Uzbekistan; seizure of power or pushing from power legally elected or appointed officials and committing other attempts to the public order;

counteraction to dissemination of information that contains propaganda of war and violence, cruelty; ideas of terrorism and religious extremism; aimed at instigation of ethnic, racial, and religious hatred.

Article 16. Liability for Violation of Legislation on Principles of and Guarantees for Freedom of Information 

Persons who are guilty for violation of legislation on principles of and guarantees for freedom of information shall be liable in accordance with the established procedure. 

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 


I. KARIMOV

The City of Tashkent, 

December 12, 2002

A C T

OF THE OILIY MAJLIS 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN

ON THE ORDER OF IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN

“ON PRINCIPLES OF AND GUARANTEES FOR 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION”

The Oliy Majlis of the Republic of Uzbekistan  r u l e s   t o:

1. Implement the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Principles of and Guarantees for Freedom of Information ” since the day of publication thereof. 

2. Oblige the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan (U. Sultanov) to bring the decisions of the government in line with the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Principles of and Guarantees for Freedom of Information”, to ensure the due annulment by the ministries and agencies the by-laws contradicting this Law. 

Chairman of the Oliy Majlis 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan





Erkin KHALILOV

The City of Tashkent 

December 12, 2002
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