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of 17 May 2000
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(Freedom of Information Act)

Amendment: 747/2004 Coll.
Amendment: 628/2005 Coll.

The National Council of the Slovak Republic hasspdsthe following Act:



Article |

Section 1
Subject of the Act

This Act shall regulate terms, procedure and scdiee access to informatidh.

Y Articles 26, 45 and 34 of the Constitution of Blevak Republic; Articles 17, 25 and 35 of the Géaof
Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

Section 2
Obliged persons

(1) The persons obliged to provide access to informatioder this Act (hereinafter referred to as théliged

persons”) shall be state agencies, municipalisswell as legal entities and natural persons libae been
given the power by law to make decisions on thktsigand obligations of natural persons or legadtiestin the
area of public administration, and that only witkttie scope of their decision-making power.

(2) Legal entities established by law and legal emstigistablished by state agency or municipality uiadgpecial
law shall also be the obliged perséhs.

(3) Legal entities established by obliged persons @oatance with paragraph 1 and 2 shall also be bligeal
persons.

(4) A special law may also instruct other legal ergitie natural persons to provide access to infoonati

2 Sections 21 to 24 of Act of the National Counciltbé Slovak Republic No. 303/1995 Coll. on Budgetar
Rules, as amended

¥ For instance, Act of the National Council of th@&lk Republic No. 162/1995 Coll. on Cadastre andhen
Entries of Proprietary and Other Rights to Reahtest, as amended; Act No. 149/1975 Coll. on Arcdigivas
amended

Section 3
(1) Everybody shall have the right of access to infdiomathat the obliged persons have available.
(2) The obliged person under Section 2, paragraph 3 slieclose only information pertaining to the
management of public funds, disposal of state ptppthe property of self-governing region or thegerty of
municipality, the environmet®, and information on the tasks or professionalises/relating to the environment
and on the content, performance and activitiesezhout on the basis of the concluded agreement.
(3) Access to information shall be provided without \ying any legal or other reason or interest for Wwhic

information is required.

%) Act No. 205/2004 Coll. on Collection, Keeping @Didgsemination of Environmental Information

Section 4
Definitions of certain terms

(1) An applicant shall mean any natural or legatpe making request for access to information.



(2) A mass access to information shall mean access niimited number of applicants by means of
telecommunicatior!§ especially via Internet.

(3) Disclosed information shall mean informatiomattimay be repeatedly looked up and obtained by ayb
notably information published by the press or igisoe a different data carrier that makes poss#ending and
storage of information, or displayed on a freelgemsible official notice board, or accessible byanseof any
device enabling mass access [to information], ailable in a public library’

(4) Accompanying information shall mean any informatiosely related to the requested information, Inlgta
information on its existence, origin, number, reafwr refusal to disclose the information, periddefusal and
the date of its re-examination.

% Section 1, paragraph 4a) of Act No. 110/1964 GuilTelecommunications, as amended
% Act No. 53/1959 Coll. on the Integrated System ibfaries (Library Act), as amended

Section 5
Mandatory disclosure of information

(1) Each obliged person under Section 2, paragrap &hall disclose the following information:

a)the way of establishment of the obliged person,pidsvers and competencies and a description of its
organisational structure,

b) place, time and way of obtaining information; infa@tion on where the request, proposal, motion, taimtpor
other filing may be filed,

c) place, period and procedure of filing a remedy, podsibilities of judicial review of the obliged ngen’s
decision, including explicit definition of requiremts that need to be satisfied,

d) procedure that must be followed by the obliged qeiis complying with requests, motions and othknds,
including the respective deadlines that must be met

e)a list of regulations, guidelines, instructions antérpretations governing the obliged person’$oastand
decisions, or regulating the rights and obligatiohgatural persons and legal entities in relatimithe obliged
person,

f) scale of administrative char§eésollected by the obliged person for administrataations, and scale of
charges for providing access to information.

(2) The National Council of the Slovak Republiclsd#sclose:

a)dates of its sessions and sessions of its committed draft session agendas,

b)minutes of public sessions,

c)copies of bills submitted [to the National Counailithin three days after their filing with the Gfé of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic,

d)copies of acts passed [by the National Councilhinithree days after their approval in third reggdin
e)information on the attendance of MPs at the sessidrthe National Council of the Slovak Republidadhe
sessions of its committees within three days dfterend of each session of the National CouncihefSlovak
Republic,

f) information on voting of MPs after each sessiorthef National Council of the Slovak Republic, witiet
exception of secret vote and voting at a closesices

(3) The Office of the President of the Slovak Rejmuthall disclose:

a) the programme and results of business tripgeoPtesident, receptions by the President andptHdas stays,
b) signature of any act or its return to the NaidDouncil of the Slovak Republic,

c¢) conferment of awards,

d)designation and removal of a state official anceptance of resignation,

e)any pardon, mitigation or deletion of any senteand any ordinance not to commence or interruptioam
proceedings,

f) organisational structure and number of employedbaoOffice of the President of the Slovak Republic

(4) The Government of the Slovak Republic shalcidise copies of materials (proposals, reports,yara)
submitted at Government sessions and any adopgetutiens, including their supplements.



(5) The ministries, other central bodies of public agstration and bodies of local public administratishall
disclose materials of programmatic, concept aratesgic nature and the copies of draft rules of ddier their
release for inter-ministerial comment procedure.

(6) The obliged person shall disclose the appellatioimonovable property, including flats and non-residal
premises, and movable property owned by the spatklic institution, municipality, self-governinggien or
public authority the acquisition price of which erded twentyfold the amount of minimum w2jand the title
to which the obliged person transferred to a pemgber than the public authority, date of transfepassage of
the title, as well as information on personal datd other identification data of persons that aegliitle to the
property, and that to the extent as follows:

a. first name and last name, name or business name,
b. address or registered office,
c. company registration number if it is a legalityridr a natural person — self-employed person.

(7) The provision of paragraph 6 shall not apply tdsfland non-residential premises the title to whicks
transferred to the existing tenant for a price tseta law under a special regulati$hFor the purpose of
disclosure of information under paragraph 6, theuaition price in case of own construction shadl b
considered the costs of construction, and in cdsequisition for no consideration the price usfeal similar
item at the place and time of acquisition.

(8) The Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic Isltisclose the motions to commence proceedings,
delivered under Articles 125 to 126 and Article§d 20 129 of the Constitution of the Slovak Republi

(9) The provision of paragraph 2 shall apply accordiriglthe disclosure of information by municipal oails,
city councils and local councitsand the councils of self-governing regions.

® Act of the National Council of the Slovak Repubillo. 145/1995 Coll. on Administrative Charges, agaded
6 Section 2, paragraph 1b) of Act of the Nationaliil of the Slovak Republic No. 90/1996 Coll. ofnihum
Wage, as amended

) Sections 16 and 17, paragraph 3 of Act of thedwati Council of the Slovak Republic No. 182/19931Gm
Ownership of Flats and Non-residential Premisesnasnded

) Act of the Slovak National Council No. 369/1990lCon Municipalities, as amended

Section 6

(1) Information under Section 5 shall be disclosed wag enabling mass access. This obligation shalapply
to natural persons and municipalities which do have the status of a cily.Information under Section 5,
paragraph 6 shall be disclosed for a period oéadtltwelve months, starting on the day the tramsfpassage of
ownership under Section 5, paragraph 6 took pldts;is without prejudice to the obligation to dase the
information after the expiration of this period.

(2) Information under Section 5, paragraph 1 shalliselaked in the headquarters of the obliged peaswhall
its workplaces on a publicly accessible place.

(3) The obliged persons that operate informatictesyé shall disclose information contained therein drealy
accessible internet page, unless the disclosutieisfnformation is prohibited by special a8tSuch disclosure
shall not be regarded as a breach of special régusd)

(4) The obliged persons may also disclose inforomatinder aforementioned paragraphs in other ways. |
addition to information under aforementioned paaphs, the obliged person may also disclose other
information.

(5) In municipalities stipulated by a special f&@the obliged person shall disclose information &tscthe
language of national minorities.

(6) Provisions of Sections 8 to 12 shall apply to astrictions on disclosure of information.



® Section 22 of Act of the Slovak National Council.}869/1990 Coll.

9 Act No. 428/2002 Coll. on the Protection of Perddbata, as amended

9" For instance, the Commercial Code; Act of the NeticCouncil of the Slovak Republic No. 162/1995ICol
as amended by Act of the National Council of thev8k Republic No. 222/1996 Coll.; Decree of the &owment

of the Slovak Republic No. 100/1993 Coll. on then@eercial Bulletin, as amended by Decree of the
Government of the Slovak Republic No. 50/1998 Caéltt No. 83/1990 Coll. on the Association of G, as
amended by Act No. 300/1990 Coll.; Act No. 513/1@9ll.; Act of the National Council of the Slovalepublic
No. 62/1993 Coll.; Act of the National Council dfet Slovak Republic No. 207/1996 Coll. on Foundatjcas
amended by Act No. 147/1997 Coll.

D Act No. 184/1999 Coll. on the Use of National Miitiess Languages

Section 7
Reference to disclosed information

(1) In the event that the applicant makes requestrffariation that has already been disclosed, thieyedl
person may, instead of providing the informatioithaut any delay, but not later than within fiveydafrom
filing of the request, notify the applicant of infoation that make possible to look up and obtaindisclosed
information.

(2) In the event that the applicant insists on havitgeas to previously disclosed information, the gedi person
shall provide it. In that event, the period for yiding access to information shall commence ondhg the
applicant stated it insists on a direct accessftomation.

Limitations of access to information

Section 8
Protection of classified information

If the requested information has been classifieddoordance with a special [fvor has been subject to
bank secret or tax secret under a speciat’laand the applicant has no authorisation, the ellligerson
shall not disclose such information, but shall eubie reference to the respective legal reguldtion.

12 For instance, Act No. 215/2004 Coll. on the Priecof Classified Information and on Amendments an
Supplements to Certain Acts; Sections 91 to 93acvfNo. 483/2001 Coll. on Banks and on Amendments
and Supplements to Certain Acts, as amended; 8ed€ioof Act of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic No. 566/1992 Coll. on the National BankSéévakia, as amended; Section 122 of Penal Code;
Section 23 of Act of the Slovak National Council.Nid1/1992 Coll. on the Administration of Taxes and
Fees and on Changes in the System of Territoneri€ial Bodies, as amended

_ Section 9
Protection of person and personal data

(1) Information relating to personality and privacyahatural person, private letters, pictures andqguaphs,
and video and audio recordings relating to a nhpeeson or its personal expressions shall be aisd by the
obliged person only if it is stipulated by a spé&av, or with the prior written consent of the pen concerned.
In the event that the person concerned is deadgdhsent may be given by a close perSdithis is without
prejudice to the provisions of special regulatiis.

(2) Information on personal data of a natural perts@t is processed by information system undectmelitions
stipulated by a special Idhshall be disclosed by the obliged person onlyi stipulated by the law or upon the
prior written consent of the person concernedhéndvent that the person concerned doesn’t haakdapacity,

the consent may be given by his/her legal repratieat® In the event that the person concerned is dead, the
consent may be given by a close perSon.



(3) In order to inform the public, the obliged pmrsshall disclose personal data of natural perpoosessed by
information system under the conditions stipulada special la®, namely personal data of offici&id,
members of municipal countiP, superiors in civil servicé®, experts performing tasks for members of the
Government of the Slovak Republic, President ofSlevak Republic, Chairman of the National Coumithe
Slovak Republic or Vice-chairman of the Nationalu@oil of the Slovak Republfté”, executives performing
works in public interest®, executives employed by public authotify superiors in service relationsHif} or
members of the Evaluation committee or of otheiilainbody who take part in the decision-making be tise of
public funds$®™. In accordance with the first sentence, persoat shall be disclosed to the extent as follows:

a)decree,

b)first name,

¢) last name,

d)function and the date of designation or appointniemain office,

e) position and the date of taking up work,

f) place of the performance of office or work and dypim which the function or work is carried out,

g) salary, wage or wage conditions and other finarel&ients awarded for the performance of officevank if
paid from state budget or other public budget.

(4) Personal data of a person who is a superiseiuice relationshi3® shall be disclosed by the obliged person
to the extent and for the purpose under paragramiiy3if such disclosure is not at variance witmiidentiality
obligation under special regulatidf’s and does not endanger security or defence of theal§ Republic,
protection of public order or the performance ski&by these persons or by bodies in which theyy @art their
activity; the provision of Section 13 shall not &pp

B Section 116 of the Civil Code

¥ Sections 11 to 16 of the Civil Code

18 Sections 26 to 30 of the Civil Code

18) Section 2, paragraph 1 of Constitutional Act N67/2004 Coll. on Public Interest Protection at Benance

of Public Functions

189) Act of the Slovak National Council No. 369/1990liCon Municipalities, as amended

169 Section 5, paragraphs 3 to 5 and Section 9 ofNect312/2001 Coll. on Civil Service and on Amendisen
and Supplements to Certain Acts, as amended

169 Section 25, paragraph 2b) of Act No. 312/2001 .Cal amended

1%9) Section 5, paragraph 1 of Act No. 552/2003 Coli.the Performance of Works in Public Interest, as
amended

160 Section 9, paragraph 3 of the Labour Code

189 For instance, Act No. 73/1998 Coll. on the Civiérice of Members of the Police Force, the Slovak
Intelligence Service, the Court Guards and Prisand&hs Corps and the Railway Police, as amended

18N Section 2a of Act No. 523/2004 Coll. on BudgetBnles of Public Administration and on Amendmentd an
Supplements to Certain Acts

8) For instance, Act of the National Council of théov@k Republic No. 46/1993 Coll. on the Slovak
Intelligence Service, as amended; Act of the Natid@ouncil of the Slovak Republic No. 198/1994 Colh
Military Intelligence, as amended; Act of the Natb Council of the Slovak Republic No. 171/1993ICoh
Police Force, as amended

Section 10
Protection of trade secret

(1) The obliged person shall not disclose any inforamatilassified as a trade secrat.

(2) Disclosure of the following information shall nat deemed as a violation of or danger to a tradesec

a) information related to a significant impact on heaif the poPuIation, world cultural and naturatitegye®,
environment, including biological diverf)i%/ and gical stability’®

b) information on environmental pollutid?,

¢) information obtained through public funds or reigtito the use of public funds, or to the dispodastate
property or the property of municipality,

d) information on state assistaitend information under Section 3, paragraph 2.



1 Sections 17 to 20 of the Commercial Code; Secthdf Penal Code, as amended by Act No. 100/1996 Co
and by Act No. 13/1998 Coll.

¥ Communication of the Federal Ministry of Foreignfaifs No. 159/1991 Coll. on concluding the Treaty o
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Hegita

9 Communication of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs tife Slovak Republic No. 34/1996 Coll. on concliggdin
the Treaty on Biological Diversity

2 gection 8, paragraph 1 of Act No. 17/1992 Colltte Environment

2 Act No. 231/1999 Coll. on State Assistance

Section 11
Other limitations of access to information

(1) The obliged person shall limit the disclosufénéormation or not disclose information, if:

a) it was obtained from a person who is not obligegrovide information and who notified the obligeetson in
writing that it disapproves of the disclosure oformation. If the person authorised to give consenthe
disclosure of information fails to respond to tlwice of the obliged person within seven days ftoedelivery

of the notice, it shall be deemed that the pergmpraved of the disclosure of information. The pergsaust be
notified of the consequences in the notice,

b) it is disclosed under a special Fif a special law stipulates the disclosure oftsinformation in a period set
in advance, is shall be disclosed only within fhesiod,

c)it may violate intellectual property rights undesgecial regulatici?, except for the situation when the person
authorised under the special regulationgives consent to the disclosure of informationnugee notification of
the obliged person,

d) it concerns the decision-making power of the cuiticluding international judicial authorities taw-
enforcement bodies under special regulafinexcept for information on the decision or theutesf
proceedings, unless the provision of such inforomeis prohibited by special regulatioffs,

e)it concerns the habitat of protected species aitpland animals, minerals and fossils and theeetiseat of
inappropriate disturbance, damage or destruction,

f) it is at variance with the legislation of the Eueap Communities and the European Union or with the
international treaty that is binding upon the SloRepublic?*®

(g) it concerns the performance of control, suméowi or inspection by public authorities under sgec
regulationd®, except for information on the decision or anyeothesult of control, supervision or inspection,
unless the provision of such information is proteitliby special regulatio&”

(2) The provision of letter a) shall not apply to infation obtained through public funds, or informatio
concerning the use of public funds, or informat@mmcerning the disposal of state property or thaperty of
municipality.

(3) When disclosing information obtained by the obligedson from a third party with the aim to perfaasks
by virtue of a special &t under which the obliged person is bound to keepesy or respect other limitations
protecting information from being disclosed or nsisd, but the information may be provided under At the
obliged person shall provide only the informatibattis directly connected with its tasks.

) For instance, Act No. 540/2001 Coll. on State Stas; Section 36 of Act No. 747/2004 Coll. on
Supervision of Financial Market and on Amendmemntd &upplements to Certain Acts; Act of the Slovak
National Council No. 81/1992 Coll. on the Czechyal Press Agency of the Slovak Republic, as amebged
Act No. 442/2003 Coll.; Act No. 619/2003 Coll. ohet Slovak Radio; Act No. 16/2004 Coll. on Slovak
Television

2 For instance, Act No. 383/1997 Coll. the Copyriglat and Act amending and supplementing Customs Act,
as amended; Act No. 527/1990 Coll. on Inventiomsluktrial Designs and Improvement Proposals; Act No
478/1992 Coll. on Utility Models; Act No. 132/198%ll. on the Protection of Rights to New Plant \ésigs
and Animal Breeds; Act No. 529/1991 Coll. on thetBction of Topographies of Semiconductor Products

2 For instance, Penal Code; Code of Civil Proceddng;No. 757/2004 Coll. on Courts and on Amendments
and Supplements to Certain Acts; Act of the Natid@auncil of the Slovak Republic No. 38/1993 Calh the
Organisational Structure of the Constitutional Gaafrthe Slovak Republic, and on the Proceedingsufint to
the Court and on the Positions of its Judges, andad

243) For instance, Section 38.1 of Protocol No. 18hen$tatute of the European System of Central Banksof
the European Central Bank annexed to the Treafabkstting the European Community, annexes to tleatyr

of Accession of the Slovak Republic to the Europdaion (Communication No. 185/2004 Coll.)



24 For instance, Act of the National Council of thevk Republic No. 10/1996 Coll. on the ControlState
Administration, as amended; Act No. 747/2004 Cali. Supervision of Financial Market and on Amendrsent
and Supplements to Certain Acts, as amended byNAct340/2005 Coll.; Act of the National Council tife
Slovak Republic No. 39/1993 Coll. on the SupremelifA@ffice of the Slovak Republic, as amended; Not
541/2004 Coll. on the Peaceful Use of Nuclear Epéiguclear Act) and on Amendments and Supplements t
Certain Acts

%) For instance, Act of the National Council of thimv&k Republic No. 314/1996 Coll. on the Prosecutio
Authority, as amended; Act of the Slovak Nationau@cil No. 71/1986 Coll. on the Slovak Trade Ingjoeg as
amended; Act of the Slovak National Council No. /1285 Coll. on Fire Protection

Section 12
Terms of limitation

The obliged person shall exercise any limitationtlwé right to information by making the requested
information, including accompanying information,aélgble, after excluding the information stipulatey
law. The entitlement to refuse the disclosure édrimation shall only last as long as the reasonnfuom-
disclosure exists.

Section 13

Disclosure of information under this Act shall rm regarded as a breach of confidentiality oblogatinder a
special law’®

%) For instance, Section 73, paragraph 2b) of Act 681965 Coll., Labour Code, as amended; Sectign 34
paragraph 4 of Act No. 229/1992 Coll. on Commodichanges, as amended; Section 10, paragraph 2tof A
No. 124/1992 Coll. on Military Police; Section F#gragraph 3 of Act No. 335/1991Coll., as amendedti&n

15, paragraph 3 of Act of the National Council lo¢ tSlovak Republic No. 38/1993 Coll., as amended}i&

16 of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Rigfic No. 39/1993 Coll. on the Supreme Audit Offkthe
Slovak Republic; Section 12, paragraph 1 of Acthaf National Council of the Slovak Republic No. /896
Coll. Customs Act, as amended; Sections 40 andf #ctoof the National Council of the Slovak Repubhlo.
566/1992 Coll. on the National Bank of Slovakiagasended; Section 11, paragraph 2k) of Act of th&idwal
Council of the Slovak Republic No. 10/1996 Coll.the Control in State Administration; Section 88rggraph

1 of Act of the National Council of the Slovak Réfia No. 171/1993 Coll. on Police Force, as amended

Disclosure of information upon request

Section 14
Request for disclosure of information

(1) The request may be filed in writing, orally, by faxmail or in any other technically reasonable way

(2) The request must include the name of the obligedope first name, last name, name or business name,
address or registered office of the applicant,inf@mation concerned and the way of disclosuranfifrmation
suggested by the applicant.

(3) In the event that the request fails to meet theirements stipulated in paragraph 2, the obligedgeshall
invite the applicant without any delay to compléie request within a period of not less than selays. The
obliged person shall instruct the applicant howcteanplete the request. If the applicant fails to ptete the
request in spite of the obliged person’s notice inf@mation cannot be provided due to this impetits, the
obliged person shall set the request aside.

(4) The request is regarded as filed on the day thgeaxbperson with appropriate competence was ndtifie

(5) The obliged person shall confirm the filing of tleguest in writing and notify the applicant of #stimated
charge for disclosure of information, if required.



Section 15
Transfer of request

(1) If the obliged person doesn’t have the requesfednration available and knows where it is possiblebtain
the information, it shall transfer the request witfive days from the delivery of the request te thbliged
person that have the requested information availaitherwise it shall reject the request by a datiéSection
18).

(2) The obliged person shall notify the applicant & transfer of request without any delay.

(3) The period for compliance with request shall comoeeanew on the day the obliged person received the
transferred request.

Section 16
Disclosure of information upon request

(1) Information shall be disclosed mainly orally, bgpection of files, including the possibility to neakopies
or notes, by downloading data to data carrier, foyiding copies of the original with requested imf@tion, by
telephone, fax, post, e-mail. In the event that itiffermation cannot be provided in a way requirgdthe
applicant, the obliged person and the applicant ageee on a different way of providing the infation.

(2) The obliged person shall enable anybody to makésay and notes and abstracts from files and deotsn
without proving legal or other reason or interest.

(3) The obliged person shall take measures to preventbteach of obligations under Sections 8 to 12 by
inspection of documents.

Section 17
Period for compliance with request

(1) The obliged person shall comply with the requestifformation without undue delay, but not latearnh
eight working days after filing of the request @teathe day the applicant removed imperfectionthefrequest
(Section 14, paragraphs 2 and 3), unless othestijsglated herein.

(2) The obliged person shall be entitled to extendprgod (paragraph 1) for serious reasons by a maxirof

eight working days. The following shall be regardedserious reasons:

a) searching for and gathering of required informatiora place other than the headquarters of thgeablperson
complying with the request,

b) searching for and gathering of large amount of is¢par diverse information requested in a singtpiest,

c) provable technical problems related to the seandhdésclosure of information that are expectedeadmoved
within the extended period.

(3) The obliged person shall notify the applicahth®e extension of the period without undue delagt, later
than before the expiration of the period (paragrdphThe notice must include the reasons leadinghéo
extension of the period.

Section18
Compliance with request and issuance of decision

(1) If the obliged person provides the applicant wigljuired information to the extent and in the manmeter
Section 16 within the statutory period, the obligetson shall issue a decision that is to be rexbid file. No
appeal is possible against this decision.

(2) If the obliged person fails to satisfy the requestn partially, it shall issue a decision to tii¢ct within the
statutory period. The obliged person shall notéssulecision if the request was set aside (Setdomparagraph
3).



(3) If the obliged person fails to provide informatiatthin the period for compliance with request, origsue a
decision, or provide access to information, it Ebaldeemed that the obliged person issued a dadisjecting
the provision of information. In this instance, thecision shall be regarded as delivered on the tiay after the
expiration of the period for compliance with requg&ection 17).

(4) If the obliged person (Section 2, paragraph 3} fail satisfy the request, even partially, it spatlpose, not
later than within three days, the motion to issue decision (paragraph 2) with the person thatéskeed the
obliged person or with which the obliged person enad agreement on the performance of tasks inrdee &
environmental care.

Section 19
Remedies

(1) Parties to the proceeding may file appeal agahmstobliged person’s decision rejecting the prowib
requested information within fifteen days from thedivery of a decision note or the expiration af feriod for
compliance with request under Section 17. The dpgieal be filed with the obliged person that isum
should have issued the decision.

(2) The decision on the appeal against the decisiaheobbliged person shall be made by the superidhef
obliged person that issued or should have issueddétision. If it is a decision of municipal autiyrthe

decision on the appeal shall be made by the majtyrrhayor). It shall be possible to file an appaghinst the
decision of a central body of the state adminigtmatwhich will be decided by the head of a cenradly of the
state administration.

(3) The appellate body shall decide on the appeal miifteen days from the delivery of the appeal hg t
obliged person. If the appellate body fails to mdkeision within this period, it shall be deemedtti issued
the decision rejecting the appeal and confirming tlontested decision; the decision shall be redame
delivered on the second day after the expiratiomefperiod for the issuance of a decision.

(4) The decision rejecting the request can be exanimktjal proceedings under a special f&w.
27) Section 244 et seq. of the Code of Civil Procedure

Section 20
Registration of requests

The obliged person shall register the requestsrderoto provide data necessary to review the proeedf
compliance with requests, and data on most freuesquested information. The register shall contaiainly
the following data:

a) the date of filling of the request,

b) information requested and the suggested way ofodiste,

c¢) the result of compliance with request (provision information, issuance of decision or transfer loé t
request),

d) filing of an appeal.

Section 21
Payment of costs

(1) Information shall be provided free of charge, witle exception of payments not higher than the cofts
material for making copies, the costs of techrilzdh carriers and delivery of information to thelagant.

(2) The obliged person may forgive the charges.

(3) The details on the costs of disclosure shall balaegégd by a generally binding legal regulationted Ministry
of Finance of the Slovak Republic.

(4) The payments of costs shall be regarded as thenmad the obliged person.



Section 21a
Offences

(1) An offence is committed by a person who

a) intentionally issues and discloses untrue or ingteuinformation,

b) gives rise to the violation of the right to infortizan by issuing decision, order or any other measur
c) breaches any other obligation stipulated in this Ac

(2) A fine up to SKK 50,000 may be imposed for an offerinder paragraph 1 and relevant activity banaed f
up to two years.

(3) An offence under paragraph 1 may only be heard apomtion of an injured person, its legal represiare
or a guardian (hereinafter referred to as the tidagr”). The Petitioner shall be a participanthe hearing of an
offence.

(4) The motion must include the name of an injuredgerthe name of a person described by the Petitasman
offender, the date and the way in which the offemae committed.

(5) The offences under this Act shall be heard by aidioffice.

(6) A general regulation on offené&¥shall apply to offences and their hearing.

273 Act of the Slovak National Council No. 372/1990liCon Offences, as amended

Common, transitional and final provisions

Section 22

(1) Unless otherwise stipulated herein, general reigmaton administrative proceedings shall apply e t
proceedings under this AR.

(2) Disclosure of information from state archives shallgoverned by a special regulatfoh.

2 Act No. 71/1967 Coll. on Administrative Procedufaltninistrative Procedure Code)
%) Act of the Slovak National Council No. 149/1975 IGals amended

Section 22a

This Act transposes the legislation of the Europ€ammunities and the European Union stipulatedhi t
Annex.

Section 22b

Mandatory disclosure of information under Sectiop&ragraph 6 and paragraph 8 shall apply to Hrester or
passage of property that took place after 2 Jan2@®$, and to the motions to commence proceedialiygeded
after 2 January 2006. Disclosure of information em8ection 5, paragraph 6 and paragraph 8 shallagigly,
under the terms and subject to the conditionss¢hib Act, to the transfer or passage of propttéy took place
before 2 January 2006 and to the motions to comenpraceedings delivered before 2 January 2006.

Section 23
Repealing provision



This Act repeals Act of the National Council of ti8ovak Republic No. 171/1998 Coll. on Access to
Environmental Information.

Article Il

Act of the Slovak National Council No. 372/1990 ICoh Offences, as amended by Act No. 524/1990. Casdit
of the Slovak National Council No. 295/1992 Colct of the Slovak National Council No. 266/1992 ICoAct
of the Slovak National Council No. 511/1992 CoAgct of the National Council of the Slovak Repubho.
237/1993 Coll.; Act of the National Council of tiglovak Republic No. 42/1994 Coll.; Act of the Naiad
Council of the Slovak Republic No. 248/1994 Caligt of the National Council of the Slovak Repubho.
249/1994 Coll.; Act of the National Council of ti#ovak Republic No. 250/1994 Coll.; Act of the Netal
Council of the Slovak Republic No. 202/1995 Callct of the National Council of the Slovak Repubho.
207/1995 Coll.; Act of the National Council of ti#ovak Republic No. 265/1995 Coll.; Act of the Neual
Council of the Slovak Republic No. 285/1995 Colict of the National Council of the Slovak Repubho.
160/1996 Coll.; Act of the National Council of tBéovak Republic No. 168/1996 Coll.; Act No. 143/8%oll.;
Act No. 319/1998 Coll. shall be amended as follows:

1. Section 42a shall be inserted after Sections4@lbws:
“Section 42a
Violation of the right to information
(1) Any person intentionally issuing and disclosingruator inaccurate information, or breaching anygation
stipulated in a special regulatihor giving rise to the violation of the right toformation by issuing a decision,

order or any other measure, shall be guilty of fence.

(2) A fine up to SKK 50,000 may be imposed for an offeninder paragraph 1 and relevant activity banaed f
up to two years.”

The footnote to reference 3a shall read:

«3a)

) Act of the National Council of the Slovak Repulillo. 211/2000 Coll. on Free Access to Informatiod a
on Amendments and Supplements to Certain Acts @eraeof Information Act).”

2. In Section 68, paragraph 1, phrase “Sectionati shall be inserted after the words “as welb#snces
under”.

Article Il

Act of the National Council of the Slovak RepulNo. 145/1995 Coll. on Administrative Charges, a®aded
by Act of the National Council of the Slovak RegaliNo. 123/1996 Coll., Act of the National Counoil the
Slovak Republic No. 224/1996 Coll., Act No. 70/1994ll., Act No. 1/1998 Coll., Act No. 232/1999 Cddhall
be amended as follows:

Section 4 paragraph 2e) shall read:

“e) on free access to information.”

Article IV

Act of the National Council of the Slovak Repulillo. 287/1994 Coll. on Nature and Landscape Pratecti
as amended by Act of the National Council of thev8k Republic No. 222/1996 Coll. shall be amendgd a
follows:

Paragraphs 2 and 3 in Section 49 shall be omiftee.heading of paragraph 1 shall be omitted.



Article V

Act No. 17/1992 Coll. on the Environment, as amenbg Act of the National Council of the Slovak Repa
No. 127/1994 Coll. and by Act of the National Coiliraé the Slovak Republic No. 287/1994 Coll. shh#
amended as follows:

1. Sections 33a and 33b shall be inserted afteird®e83 as follows:

SPECIAL PROVISIONS ON ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION

Section 33a
Disclosure of information on environmental pollutian

(1) Any natural person licensed to conduct businesdegal entity obliged under special regulations, or
resolutions based on such regulations, to meabkerarnount of specified emissions into the air orewaor to
monitor any other impacts of the facility run bychyerson on the environment, shall be obligedgolase the
results of these measurements and observation®riergly comprehensible form and on generally gasil
accessible place on a regular basis within 10 dés the end of each month when such obligatignieg and
disclose a summary within 30 days after the era adlendar year.

(2) The published results of measurements and obsemgatnust show clearly the extent of environmental
pollution caused by the respective facility andriglation of measured values to the legal or péechiimits.

(3) An obligation to inform the public without any dglahall also apply to a natural person licensedotaduct
business or to a legal entity that gravely endaadjer caused damage to the environment, espea@hyresult of
any accident of the facility, fire or traffic aceidt. The information shall include, to the extenown, a brief
description of the incident, its causes, extendahage or danger to the environment or its indadigharts and
adopted remedial measures. The form and extentubfished information shall correspond with the type
seriousness and extent of danger or damage totfir@ement and with the capacity of the obligedsper

(4) The performance of the obligation under panalgra is without prejudice to the reporting dutyamry other
obligation under special regulatiofis.

Section 33b
State of the Environment Report

(1) The Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Repub$iball annually publish a report on the state of the
environment in the Slovak Republic. The respecthemtral bodies of state administration of the Skova
Republié’ shall provide the Ministry with necessary materials

(2) The Ministry shall publish the report under parpird by 15 December of the following year. The eespe
central bodies shall provide the materials by 3gust of the following year.

(3) The report under paragraph 1 shall be availableeaMinistry of Environment of the Slovak Republit,the
Slovak Environmental Inspection, as well as ataegi and district offices.

2. The footnotes to references 2 and 3 shall read:

“?) For instance, Section 5 of Act of the Slovak NadloCouncil No. 51/1988 Coll. on Mining Activities,
Explosives and State Mining Administration, as adeshby Act of the Slovak National Council No. 49891
Coll.; Section 7, paragraph 1b) of Act No. 309/19®dll., as amended by Act of the National Coun€ithe
Slovak Republic No. 148/1994 Coll.; Section 8 oft Ad the National Council of the Slovak Republic .No
330/1996 Coll. on Occupational Health and Safegti®n 51 of Act of the National Council of the S
Republic No. 315/1996 Coll. on Road Traffic

3 Act of the Slovak National Council No. 347/1990lICon the Organisational Structure of MinistrieslaOther
State Administration Bodies of the Slovak Repuldieamended.”

Article VI



This Act shall come into force on 1 January 2001.

Act No. 747/2004 Coll. shall come into force ondnudary 2006, except for the provisions of Artickgll,
XVIII, XIX and XX that shall come into force on laduary 2005, and except for the provisions of Aetic
Section 45 paragraph 5 third sentence and Artidle paragraph 1 (Section 21 paragraph 2d), pardgi&p

(Section 71a) and paragraph 4 (Section 72a) tleit &bme into force on 1 February 2005.
Act No. 628/2005 Coll. shall come into force onadJary 2006.

Rudolf Schuster,m.p.
Jozef MigaS,m.p.

Mikula$ Dzurinda, m.p.

Annex to Act No. 211/2000 Coll., as amended

LIST OF TRANSPOSED LEGISLATION OF THE EUROPEAN CONIMITIES AND THE
EUROPEAN UNION

1. Directive 2003/98/EC of the European Parliamentairttie Council of 17 November 2003 on the re-use o
public sector information (OJ L 345, 31 Decembed30

2. Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament @inthe Council of 28 January 2003 on public actess
environmental information and repealing Councildative 90/313/EEC (OJ L 041, 14 February 2003).



